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FIA ETHICS COMMITTEE 
 

GUIDELINES 
 
It is in the interests of all the FIA Parties to know that fair procedures are followed by the FIA Ethics 
Committee in accordance with the FIA Statutes and the FIA Code of Ethics (hereinafter  the “Code”) 
available at: http://www.fia.com/about-fia/fia-statutes-and-international-regulations and         
http://www.fia.com/about-fia/governance/ethics-committee respectively. 
 
These Guidelines do not amend the FIA Statutes or the Code in any way, nor do they limit the 
discretion of the Ethics Committee. The FIA Ethics Committee reserves the right to amend these 
Guidelines at any time. The purpose of these Guidelines is to explain how the Ethics Committee 
applies these rules in practice. They are published on the FIA website. 
 
 
The duty of the Ethics Committee 
 
The Ethics Committee is entrusted with safeguarding the integrity and reputation of motor sport, 
automobile mobility and tourism and persons worldwide, as defined in the Preamble of the Code. 
 
Unlike the FIA International Tribunal and International Court of Appeal, it is not a judicial or 
disciplinary body. 
 
The Ethics Committee investigates and assesses a given situation, upon complaint or on its own 
initiative. 
 
 
The parties subject to the Code 
 
All the FIA Parties are subject to the Code.  
 
They are defined as follows in the Preamble of the Code: the FIA and each of its Members, the FIA 
Administration, officials appointed by the FIA within its Championships and any persons or 
organisation belonging in any capacity whatsoever to the FIA or to one of its Members. 

 
 

Who can make a complaint/refer an alleged breach of the FIA's ethical principles 
 
 FIA Members 

 
 officers, members, or licence-holders of FIA Members 

 
 officials, organisers, drivers, competitors and licence-holders 
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How to make a complaint 
 
Complaints must be made by email to ethics.committee@fia.com and by registered letter to the 
following address: 
 
FIA Ethics Committee 
8, place de la Concorde  
75008 Paris - France 
 
A detailed description of the alleged facts must be provided to the Ethics Committee together with 
any supporting documentation. 
 
 
Steps and timeframes 
 
When an alleged breach of the FIA's ethical principles is referred to the Ethics Committee, it starts 
investigating pursuant to Article 18 of the FIA Statutes and Article 5 of the Code. 
 
For that purpose, the Ethics Committee will write to the party against which the facts are alleged and 
invite them to provide written explanations and present other relevant written evidence that may 
aid the Ethics Committee in assessing the case.  
 
At the same time and for the sake of transparency, it will provide the implicated party with all the 
documents available to the Ethics Committee at that moment and pertaining to the case. 
 
The Ethics Committee may invite the party to an interview to give them the opportunity to be heard. 
In such case, an invitation to appear will be sent by the Ethics Committee. 
 
Reasonable timeframes will be respected for any formal communications between the implicated 
party and the Ethics Committee (in principle, a minimum of 15 days). 
 
In case of urgency, the Ethics Committee may decide to reduce this period as long as the basics rights 
of the parties are not jeopardised. 
 
 
Compliance with general adversarial principles 
 
The Ethics Committee will follow the general principle of adversarial procedures which will guarantee 
a fair investigation process. 
Both “complainant” and “respondent” will be given full knowledge and an equally full opportunity to 
respond. 
 
 
Cooperation of the persons implicated 
 
In accordance with Article 5.3 of the Code, the persons implicated shall, upon request, cooperate in 
any investigation carried out by the Ethics Committee. 
 
It is the responsibility of the persons implicated to produce all of the documentation and evidence of 
any kind (documents but also physical evidence or recorded evidence) upon which they intend to 
rely. Apart from the FIA regulations, the Ethics Committee will receive and consider only the 
documents submitted by the parties. 
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The parties having contributed decisively to the discovery of an alleged case of non-respect of the 
FIA’s ethical principles may be granted protection of confidentiality of source before the competent 
FIA bodies. 
 
 
Legal representation, witnesses and experts 
 
As the Ethics Committee is not a judicial or disciplinary body, “legal representation” and “witnesses” 
are only mentioned here for purposes of illustration. Should the persons implicated in a case wish to 
be accompanied by a lawyer, or by any persons or experts whom they think could be useful to the 
procedure, the Ethics Committee may approve their assistance/presence during an interview. 
 
 
Confidentiality 
 
As the members of the Ethics Committee are FIA Parties, they are also subject to the confidentiality 
clause of the Code. 
 
 
To whom the final report is sent and the possible consequences 
 
In application of Article 18 of the Statutes and Article 5.4 of the Code, the FIA Ethics Committee will 
submit its written report to the FIA President, who may decide to take any further action; in addition, 
a copy of the report will be submitted to the members of the FIA Senate for information. 
 
The President of the FIA is the prosecuting body of the FIA (see Article 6 of the FIA Judicial and 
Disciplinary Rules). He alone decides whether or not it is appropriate to launch disciplinary 
proceedings. 
 
 
Language 
 
All documents and communications should be provided in English or in French. 
 
 
 
These Guidelines were approved by the Ethics Committee on 3 July 2013. 


